DVDs AND ViDEOS

howing a silent comedy film in class 15 a

wonderful way to deepen your students’
appreciation of the art of movement. Many great
silent flms are short {twenty minutes), making
them easy to show i a class period. They make
for interesting essay topics, such as comparing a
silent film o a conternparary favorite, or discussing
how the suliect matter relates to real ife—for
example, many Chaplin films depict a world of
harsh poverty that is all wo familiar today. Silent
films are living history, a treasure trove of ant from
the early years of the twentieth century.

Here are some classic films your students will
enjoy. They are readily accessible through libraries
and rental outlets.

Easy Street (19160). In this brilliant mix of comedy and
gocial commentary, Charlie Chaplin plays & novice
policeman zent into the worse slum of the city, where
he encounters poverty, drug abuse and viclence. 2o
minutes,

A Dog’s Life (1918). Chaplin can't find a job in this
film, but finds a canine friend to ghare his adventures,
15 MLintes.

The Kid (1521). Chaplin adopts an abandoned baby in
cne of the first feature length comedies, a worldwide
bleckbuster in 1921, 68 minutes

One Week |1520). Buster Keaton builds a prefabricated
house, with disastrous results. Keatons amazing
mechanical gags and daredevil stunts made him an
inztant star when this film came out. 19 minutes.

Cops (1922). Buster Innocently causes a chaln reaction
ot disasters that gets every cop in the city chasing him.
Keaton's acrobatic comedy still makes audiences gasp.
13 minutes.

The General [15z27). Keaton's Civil War comedy iz 50
authentic it's like Matthew Brady photographs come to
life. This is considered by many to be Keaton's
masterpiece. 82 minutes.

Dan Kamin "

The Hlusionist .

Buster Keaton

The French comedian Jacques Tatl continued the
tradition of silent film comedy in 1 in a series of
comedies he made featuring the character of Mr. Hulot
Although they are sound films, the humor is mosty
visual in these intriguing satives on how technology
affiects modermn life. Tati's films include:

Mr. Hulot's Holiday
(15555 Mz Hulat goes
on & seaside vacation
and causes chaos for
the other guests. 9b
minutes,

My Unmcle (1953].
Academy Award®
winner for Best
Foreign Film. Mr
Hulot has trouble
adapting to his brother-in-law's plastic factory and ulra-

madern house. 110 minutes.

Playtime (1008). A new restaurant falls apart around
Mr. Hulot and a group of American tourists. 137 minutes.

Traffic {1971). Mr. Hulot must deliver a car to an auto
show, but has road trouble. 6 minutes.
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