2002-2003 Annual Report

Kennedy Center Imagination Celebration in Colorado Springs
Mission Statement 

The mission of the Kennedy Center Imagination Celebration (KCIC) in Colorado Springs is to establish partnerships between schools, arts and cultural resources, businesses and foundations for the enrichment of the students, teachers, parents and the community at large. 

Numbers served

2002-2003 – 167,849

History
In 1986, Colorado Springs became one of the national KCIC sites under the sponsorship of the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center and due largely to the efforts of Joyce Robinson, then Director of the Bemis Art School.  Mary Mashburn became the Coordinator in 1989 and at her invitation the Pikes Peak Library District assumed the role of presenting organization.   At that time Colorado Springs was one of 13 national sites.   In 1993, the Kennedy Center acknowledged the programs and efforts of KCIC-Colorado Springs with the Kennedy Center Award for Excellence.  This award recognized “long-term commitment to providing the highest quality educational experience in the performing and visual arts” and “the ability to galvanize broad-based community support.”   By 1994, the number of national sites was reduced to only four cities that had "demonstrated outstanding results over the years."  In 2001, that number grew to six including new sites in Salt Lake City and Seattle.  In 1995, KCIC-Colorado Springs received an El Pomar Foundation Award of “Excellence in Public Service” and in 1996, 1997, 1999 and 2000 KCIC received an El Pomar Foundation Trustee Award.  In 1999, Mary L. Mashburn, Coordinator of KCIC, received the Russell T. Tutt Leadership Award from the El Pomar Foundation.  This included a $10,000 grant that she donated to KCIC to buy needed equipment for the new office.  In 2002, Mary Mashburn was named the inaugural honoree of the Independent’s “Community Builder” Award.

In January 2000, KCIC made the transition to become its own 501(c)3. KCIC continues as an umbrella organization that supports the arts in the Pikes Peak Region and beyond.  Thanks to the generosity of the Colorado Springs community, particularly Rick Holland of Wendy’s of Colorado Springs, KCIC remains in its office at 1515 N. Academy Blvd rent-free for the fourth year.  Many businesses, organizations, and individuals came forward to assist with office equipment, furniture, media support, advertising, products, and technical support for communications and computers. Mary L. Mashburn has overseen the Imagination Celebration for 13 years first as Coordinator and now as the Executive Director.  Staff members include Beth Fox-Kret, Special Events/Public Relations Coordinator, Jane Bennett, KCIC Schools and Dream-Makers® Coordinator, Deborah Thornton, Resource Development & Outreach Coordinator and Amber Carlton, Office Administrator. 

Presenting Organizations 

· KCIC in Colorado Springs was established in 1986.  It was presented by Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center from 1986-1989.  

· KCIC became a citywide event in 1989 under the leadership of Coordinator Mary Mashburn who chose the Pikes Peak Library District (PPLD) as the presenting organization.  KCIC was presented by PPLD from 1989-1999.

· KCIC became an independent non-profit – 501(c)3 in 2000.   The corporation, Sprinkle Art, Inc., doing business as the Kennedy Center Imagination Celebration in Colorado Springs was created with its own Board of Directors in 2000 and moved to 1515 N Academy Blvd., 80909.  This office space was graciously donated thanks to Wendy’s owner Rick Holland. 

2002-2003 Program Overview 

KCIC has created and maintained community collaborations in order to impact the arts and arts education in area schools and throughout the community.  This year, collaborations resulted in producing successful major public performances, art exhibits, teacher workshops, student workshops, presentations by performers in KCIC school sites, student art showcases, student performance showcases, the creation of education materials and/or performance guides, and participatory arts activities for all ages.  KCIC’s focus and theme for this year was adopted from the Crayola® Dream-Makers® Teacher’s Guide, Weaving What We Are. Working Committee meetings are held from September through May.  The Steering Committee meets year round.  A $17,700 grant from the Colorado Council on the Arts (CCA) partially funded the “Colorado Connections” touring program, which sent Pikes Peak area performers, education materials and workshops to the southern part of the state with Deborah Thornton as Tour Director.

Underwriters and Media Sponsors – 2002-2003

Wendy's of Colorado Springs, Inc., The Fasken Foundation, The Citadel, El Pomar Foundation, The Gazette, Fleet Credit Card Services, Lockheed Martin and ColoradoSprings.com were the Underwriters for the year.  Our Media Sponsors were The Gazette, Adelphia and K-Lite 106.3 FM.  
Major Partnerships

Ten Pikes Peak area school districts, 5th Congressional District, Binney & Smith, Inc./Crayola®, Body Packaging, Boys & Girls Club, Buell Children’s Museum, Business of Art Center, Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, The Colorado College, Colorado School for the Deaf and the Blind, Colorado Springs Children’s Chorale, Colorado Springs Conservatory, Colorado Springs Dance Theatre, Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center, Colorado Springs Youth Symphony, Community and Senior Centers/Meadows Park, Denver Center Theatre Company, FutureSelf, Girl Scouts-Wagon Wheel Council, Lockheed Martin Space Day Initiative, McAllister House Museum, Ormao Dance Company, Performing Arts for Youth Organization (PAYO), Pikes Peak Arts Council, Pikes Peak Blues Society, Pikes Peak Center, Pikes Peak Community College, Pikes Peak Jazz & Swing Society, Pikes Peak Library District facilities, Pikes Peak Performance Company, Pikes Peak Writers Conference, Pikes Peak Young Composers Competition, Pueblo School for the Arts and Sciences, Sangre de Cristo Arts Center, Tale Tellers, UCCS Gallery of Contemporary Art and the YMCA
Donors/Sponsors

Antlers Adams Mark Hotel, The Citadel’s Ball in the Mall, Bee Vradenburg Foundation, Guy Bennett, Binney & Smith, Inc., Buca di Beppo Restaurant, Cheyenne Mountain Resort, Colorado Council on the Arts, Colorado Springs Utilities Corporate Sponsorship Fund, Colorado Springs Utilities Community Focus Fund, Current USA, Inc., Carl Donner, Walter Drake, Elite Media, Elizabeth Francis, Ent Federal Credit Union, Gay and Lesbian Fund of Colorado, Joseph Henry Edmondson Foundation (for our first audit), El Pomar Youth in Community Services – Coronado High School, G.E. Johnson Construction, Michael and Kathleen Hague, H. Chase Stone Charitable Trust, Hooked on Books, The Independence Fund, Inasmuch Foundation, John F. Kennedy Center, Lamar Outdoor Advertising, Law Office of Thomas M. James, P.C., The Marson Foundation, Wayne M. Mashburn, Pat McGinn, Scott Myers, Myron Stratton Home, Pepsi-Cola Bottling Co. of Colorado Springs, Pikes Peak Community Foundation, Pikes Peak Library District, Pikes Peak Performance Co., Judie and Henry Tippie, Pueblo Bank & Trust, RTA, Inc., Quantum, Sign Shop, TECC Painting, Tejon Exploration, U.S. Bank, United Business Communications, Inc., Wells Fargo, Judy Yates

Key programming initiatives or special artistic/audience focus
· Opened Celebration Place, a new creativity space located in and donated for free by The Citadel Mall.  This space is used for performances, workshops and exhibitions for and by children of all ages.

· Generated (free or at a nominal charge) exciting family programming featuring all the arts.

· Meadows Park Community Center continued as a KCIC mini-site.  This is the second year for this pilot program which was initiated by KCIC to work with at risk, underserved and low income young people on a year round basis with both in school and after school arts and education programming and is being partially funded for the next 2 years by the Myron Stratton Home Fund.

· Presented the second Family Theatre Series at the Pikes Peak Center featuring Dan Kamin in The Haunted Orchestra, Harlem, Goodnight Opus, The Green Chili Jam Band, and Alice in Wonderland.
· Maintained an excellent working relationship with school districts, local artists, arts organizations, and businesses through our very active Working Committee and Steering Committee 

· Underwrote and scheduled a variety of educational arts performances in the schools 

· Sponsored student, teacher and family hands-on workshops  

· Contracted to have the KCIC web site maintained and updated with information, educational materials and schedules

· Further developed a “Student Rush Ticket” program for high school students called “It Takes 5,” increasing participation to 3,200 students. 

· Contracted for and supported the CCA Grant to send Pikes Peak area performers to small communities in southern and eastern Colorado.

· Continued (with the support of the Marson Foundation) to have performances interpreted for the deaf community.  
· Provided scholarships to low income schools for KCIC school performances.  Also provided scholarships for needy children and families to attend public performance of The Haunted Orchestra, Harlem, Goodnight Opus, and Alice in Wonderland at the Pikes Peak Center with funding from Colorado Springs Utilities, The Marson Foundation and Phil Long Community Fund.
2002-2003 Programming Highlights

· KCIC presented its second Family Theatre Season at the Pikes Peak Center featuring five family friendly productions:  Internationally-known mime, Dan Kamin, in The Haunted Orchestra in collaboration with the Colorado Springs Youth Symphony; Harlem from the Kennedy Center on Tour; Goodnight Opus by the Mermaid Theater of Nova Scotia; Free Family Festival Day featuring the award-winning Green Chili Jam Band; and Alice in Wonderland by the American Family Theater: Broadway for Kids from Philadelphia.  Three of these productions were also offered as school performances for student-only audiences.  

· KCIC collaborated with the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center to present Dan Kamin’s lecture,  Funny Bones: The Comic Body Language of Buster Keaton and Charlie Chaplin.  In addition, Mr. Kamin did a residency in several Mini-Site schools and hosted a workshop for teens at the Fine Arts Center called “Mime’s the Word.”

· The Binney & Smith/Crayola® Dream-Makers® program inspired art production in school classrooms, encouraged students to write about their work, and supported exhibitions and workshops throughout the community and in 31 school settings. 

· The Colorado Connections Tour Grant impacted small southern and eastern Colorado communities. Performers from the Colorado Springs community were carefully chosen for each tour and educational materials were created.   

· KCIC collaborations supported the following programs in the community: Pikes Peak Young Composers Competition; Jean Ciavonne Poetry Contest; Betty Field Writing Contest; Pikes Peak Writers Conference; and the 5th Congressional District Art Show.  
· Hundreds of programs were planned and presented by students and teachers in the school setting. 
· KCIC planned and presented several yearly events in collaboration with the community.  These included: The Citadel Salutes; The Citadel’s “Ball in the Mall” event; spring programming at area libraries; KCIC Kick-Off to the spring arts festival; Street Beat in collaboration with the Colorado Springs Dance Theater; and the New Year's Eve Celebration fundraiser.  

· Performances and workshops were presented free of charge at Celebration Place.  Performers included Beth Epley, Inspector Magic, Michelle Labato, Katherine Dines, Patti Smithsonian, Jaim Jackson and Birgitta DePree.  In addition, the Crayola® Artrageous Bus Tour made a stop at The Citadel as part of Celebration Place events.  Kamera Kids, Body Packaging and the YMCA collaborated with Imagination Celebration at Celebration Place to present additional programming for children, teens and families.

· Performances and artists sent to Mini-Site schools were:  Dan Kamin, “Living Voices,” The Denver Touring Co.’s production of Tomato Plant Girl, Jim Jackson, Don Coen and KCIC poet laureate, Stacy Dyson.

Professional Development for Teachers

Each month at the Working Committee Meetings, teacher and parent coordinators were given information about arts and community resources.  Programming and educational issues were discussed.  Professional papers, journals, pamphlets, web sites, and nationally produced curriculum materials were shared.  Our website provided a variety of resource materials for professional development with links to many rich educational sites.   There were 230 teachers and adults that took advantage of Imagination Celebration workshop offerings, many of which offered In-service/Increment Credit.  These included:

· A four-day teacher workshop entitled Dreaming Beyond the Book was held on June 16-20 at Penrose House to explore how the arts can be used to expand learning beyond the printed page.  Thirty teachers were selected from throughout Southern Colorado to attend. Funding from the Colorado Council on the Arts made this possible.  The El Pomar Foundation provided the space for free.

· A two-hour Teacher Workshop featuring visual arts projects from the Crayola Dream-Makers Weaving What We Are Teacher’s Guide was held on October 29th.

· Weaving What We Are II, an all day teacher workshop held at the El Pomar Penrose House, was presented on November 2nd.

· A mat-cutting workshop for adults and teachers.

· Moving to Harlem: Integrating Poetry and Dance presented by Kimberli Boyd of the John F. Kennedy Center was presented on November 6th.

· Giving Cues: Developing Peformance Materials for Young People, a 2-day workshop was presented on November 8th and 9th by Lynne Silverstein from the John F. Kennedy Center.
Workshops and Showcases for Students 

In the schools, there were 206 arts-focused presentations attended by 23,625 students.  686 students showcased their talents at 9 KCIC community events.  The community events include: 

· Internationally-known mime, Dan Kamin, presented the workshop “Mime’s the Word,” an introduction to mime for teens age 12-18.

· Dan Kamin’s residency in the schools focused allowed elementary and middle school students to learn about and participate in the art of mime.

· Award-winning artist, teacher and gallery owner Rodney Wood hosted a Portfolio Development Workshop for high school student artists.

· Wunderkind Workshop for high school student artists on matting and creating a portfolio at the Business of Art Center.

· Numerous hands-on workshops at library facilities, public events and Celebration Place in The Citadel with participating organizations   

· Hundreds of events and performances planned in KCIC Site schools showcased students of all ages.
· Collaborations with area organizations showcased student talents at the KCIC Kick-Off Party, The Citadel Salutes KCIC, the Grand Opening of Celebration Place, Wunderkind Exhibition at the Business of Art Center, presentations by the Colorado Springs Conservatory, concerts by Colorado Springs Youth Symphony and Colorado Springs Children’s Chorale, and at various dance reviews that were part of KCIC. 
Art Shows

Nearly 400 student artists, selected to represent participating schools, had artworks displayed at public venues as part of Dream-Makers® exhibitions. It is estimated that over 185,000 people had an opportunity to view this artwork.  At the schools nearly 17,000 student artists displayed well over 18,000 pieces of art for friends and family.  These events include: 

· Binney & Smith Dream-Makers® Exhibits –The Citadel-136 pieces, the Colorado Springs Airport-60 pieces 

· 5th Congressional District Art Exhibition at the East Library

· Student Exhibits in at least 24 Dream-Makers Sites 

· Several student-created Dream-Makers artworks were selected for exclusive exhibition at two Wells Fargo Bank buildings (as part of the bank’s Diversity Council program), at Western National Bank, 35 pieces in two Colorado Springs city government office buildings, and at Penrose Library.

· Several students involved in current Dream-Makers Site programming had works chosen to exhibit at the annual Young People’s Art Exhibition held at the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center

· Several students from current and past Dream-Makers sites schools had works chosen for the Crayola Dream-Makers Regional Art Exhibition

Colorado Council on the Arts (CCA) Grant –Colorado Connections Tour

In 2003, KCIC received a $17,700 grant from the Colorado Council on the Arts.  This grant helped fund the “Colorado Connections” Tour program which sent regional and national professional artists, performing youth and art educators to small communities in southern and eastern Colorado to perform, present workshops and provide educational materials for students, teachers and community members.  One hundred fourteen performers presented programs in 28 towns spread across 11 counties.  KCIC has been focusing efforts to serve the smallest towns and schools in rural communities. These towns are so small that they have never had programs of this caliber visit their community.

The “Colorado Connections” program has fostered collaboration with public libraries, school media specialists, local arts councils, educators and community leaders.  Performances and workshops involving visual arts, dance, theater, music, folk art, and literature were tailored to the needs of each community.  This arts advocacy effort has helped communities value the role that the arts play in community life by providing meaningful personal experiences.  The Colorado Council on the Arts is touting this program as a state model for touring programs in small communities.

This year, artists and arts organizations included:  Colorado Springs Children’s Chorale; Colorado Springs Youth Symphony; KCIC Poet Laureate, Stacy Dyson; artist, Mary Helsaple; performer, Jim Jackson; storyteller, John Stansfield; and puppeteer, Patti Smithsonian.

Relationship with Schools and School Districts 

KCIC worked with 10 local area school districts, five charter schools, as well as an arts charter school located in Pueblo, CO (45 miles south), one state school, and two private schools.  A total of 31 schools involving 16,733 students and 1,468 teachers, staff and parents participated with KCIC programming by agreeing to create mini-festivals during March, April and May for their students in their school setting. Well over 35,000 parents, teachers and friends attended this year’s school programs.  KCIC worked with the participating KCIC Mini-Sites, Dream-Makers and Alumni-Sites schools to plan yearlong arts and arts education programming that included performances, scholarships to events for students, teachers and families, as well as teacher education workshops and materials.    KCIC makes a three-year commitment to each school, first year elementary schools begin their participation as Dream-Makers® Sites.  They then have the option to become Mini-Sites for a second and third year and receive a $300 matching stipend.  Every Secondary school receives $300 annually as Mini-Sites, which they must also match and use for arts programming.  In addition to the stipend, Mini-Sites receive a free performance provided by KCIC during the school year at a value of at least $250-350.  Imagination Celebration provided more than $21,000 in stipends, performances, education materials, in-kind services and scholarships for disadvantaged students.  The total financial impact to each participating school can be as much as $1,000 annually. 

Once a month during the school year representatives attended the KCIC Working Committee, which is formed in part by the teachers, parents, and principals from the Mini-Site, Dream-Makers® Site and Alumni Site schools.  Many schools were granted release time for teachers to attend.  In doing this, the administration – whether district-wide or the school principal – displayed continued support and encouragement of arts and arts education.   This committee provided the hands-on support necessary for an inclusive celebration.  

Information was shared regularly with superintendents, public relations personnel, district department heads, principals and teachers.  We also offered valuable information on the state-of–the-art web site: www.imaginationcelebration.org.

Dream-Makers® Program Information 

The Binney & Smith/Crayola® Dream-Makers® program, the official visual arts component of every Imagination Celebration site, involved 24 of our 31 participating schools. Students created more than 18,000 pieces of original art displayed in schools, The Citadel Mall, the Colorado Springs Airport, Lockheed Martin, Wells Fargo and Western National Bank offices, Colorado Springs City government office buildings and Penrose Library. More than 3,200 students participated in hands-on art activities and workshops, and over 35,000 students and adults attended arts-focused events at the schools. Hands-on workshops for parents and children were presented at local schools, colleges, libraries, The Citadel Mall, the Pikes Peak Center, Pioneer’s Museum Park, community centers and other venues. Jane Bennett is the Schools and Crayola® Dream-Makers® Coordinator for KCIC in Colorado Springs.

Collateral Materials Available to others nationally

There are different curriculum areas represented through lesson plans, art activities, performance guides, and education materials available on the KCIC web site www.imaginationcelebration.org.   Performance guides and education materials were produced for each performance attended by students. Education materials were also developed as part of the CCA Grant. Programming information is available and updated regularly on the Web site at www.imaginationcelebration.org.

Publicity/Brochures

Current USA, Inc. produced at no charge over 1,000 KCIC posters of Michael Hague’s original dragon artwork.  The Gazette published 25,000 KCIC Program Booklets at no charge and donated the Imagination Celebration 2 full pages of advertising to be used to promote the Family Performance Series. The program booklets were distributed free to the public at schools, at library branches and at local Wendy’s restaurants.  The entire listing of events from the Program Booklet was made available on the Imagination Celebration website.  Flyers and notices were distributed to schools through school courier and inter-district “pony” when possible.  Information was handed out at every Working and Steering Committee meeting. Brochures or flyers were created and distributed for each of the KCIC workshops. Schools produced their own KCIC flyers with shells supplied at Working Committee meetings.  The Gazette gave great coverage to KCIC throughout the year as our print media sponsor.  K-LITE radio station hosted KCIC staff on the radio each Tuesday for three months – March, April, and May – and at other times during the year.  Lamar Outdoor Advertising donated five billboards placed throughout the city for a month.  Adelphia  ran ads for each of the 5 theater productions as well as for the “It Takes Five” program, New Year’s Eve, and the introduction of the Family Theater Series Ticket. Other weekly and monthly publications  provided calendar listings and stories.  Radio announcements were made on KCME and KRCC helping to create audiences for public programming.  Coverage on KOAA and KKTV helped build audiences for the Harlem performance as well as the Crayola® Artrageous Bus Tour.  KRDO – Channel 13 did a special interview with Mary Mashburn and Jane Bennett regarding Celebration Place and its exhibits and programs.  The Colorado Springs Slice, The Business Journal and The Gazette  all carried extensive coverage of Imagination Celebration, its staff and Celebration Place.  The library video staff taped the live performances of the Green Chili Jam Band and the KCIC Kick-Off Party for rebroadcast on the Library Channel Cable 17.  Elite Media Group, with funding from The Citadel Mall, created commercials about Celebration Place to run in the food court of The Citadel.  Elite Media Group also donated their services to create two informational videos:  one about Imagination Celebration and its mission and another about the creation of Celebration Place. 

Colorado Springs Artists and Arts Organization Information


Specific information about artists who have worked with KCIC in Colorado Springs is available on the KCIC web site www.imaginationcelebration.org.

Kennedy Center Imagination Celebration in Colorado Springs 2002-2003 Statistics 

	Volunteers:
	

	     Number of volunteers at Public Events

     Number of volunteers at School Events

Total number of volunteers
	1,390

	
	1,375 

	
	2,765

	Volunteer Hours:
	

	     Number of volunteer hours for Public Events

     Number of volunteer hours for School Events

Total number of volunteer hours
	13,515

	
	9,983

	
	23,498

	Total number of artists/performers involved in all public performances
	3,205 

	Total number of public performances
	524 

	Total number of schools involved (Alumni, Mini-Site and Dream-Makers)
	31 

	Total number of teachers involved (Alumni, Mini-Site and Dream-Makers)
	1,468*

	Student Involvement:
	

	     72% Caucasian

     13% Hispanic

     10% Black

       3% Asian Pacific

       2% Native American

Total number of students involved (Alumni, Mini-Site and Dream-Makers)
	12,077

	
	2,110

	
	1,697

	
	557

	
	292

	
	16,733*

	            Attendance at Public Events – Adults 

            Attendance at Public Events – Students 

Total Attendance at Public Events 
	41,476

	
	68,492

	
	109,968

	          Attendance at School Events – Adults 

          Attendance at School Events – Students

Total Attendance at School Events
	13,436

	
	23,625

	
	35,046

	Total Attendance at CCA Grant Events (In Southern Part of State)
	4,634

	Total Attendance for KCIC Events
	149,648*

	*TOTAL NUMBER SERVED
	167,849
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